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Call To Order:

The meeting was called to order at 9:58 a.m.

Those present were: Dave Engelhardt, BCATS staff; Dale Majerczyk, City of Essexville; Gary

Brandt, Monitor Township Supervisor; George Augustyniak, Fraser Township Supervisor; Terry

Spegel, Hampton Township Supervisor; Dennis Bragiel, Kawkawlin Township Supervisor; John

Gaydos, City of Bay City; Susan Richardson, MDOT Planning; Jim Lillo, Bay County Road

Commission; Vaughn Begick, Bay County; Dirk Westbury, BCATS staff, and; Cyndi Gaul,

EA&CD. 

 

Approval of Minutes:

It was moved by Gaydos, seconded by Augustyniak, to approve the minutes from the

December 16, 2009 meeting.  Motion Passed.

Public Comment:

There was no public comment brought before the committee. 

Update From Bay Metro Transit:
Stoner was not present.  Engelhardt gave a very brief update regarding the Bus Rapid

Transit (BRT) study.  A study of the traffic corridor between Bay City and Detroit is being done

by Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission/Flint MTA to determine if having a Bus

Rapid Transit  route between the two cities would be beneficial.  

New Federal Highway Bill Update:

Engelhardt said that there wasn’t anything new to report on the Federal Highway Bill. 

Richardson said that the extended Authorization Bill ends on February 28, 2010.  There is no

new bill in place.  Richardson didn’t have any further updates.  Richardson said that the

obligation authority is going to be slow for the STP funds until a new bill is passed.  First STP

funds that are combined with ARRA fund  projects will be released, then any STP for local jobs

today funded projects and finally the regular STP funded projects.  Richardson recommended

that the agencies keep track of any interest paid for job jobs today loans because there is a

chance that such payments may be paid back.    

ARRA II - Jobs for Main Street Update:

Engelhardt discussed the possibility of another ARRA program which would be called Jobs for

Main Street (J4MS). J4MS is expected to be run the same as ARRA, however, there is expected

to be a 90-day contract award clause.  This fast turn around time is a major concern.  If J4MS

goes through, it is very likely that I-75 Linwood Road to the County Line will be one of the

projects as this is a top State priority.  It will be important to get this project into the TIP if the

J4MS funding comes through.     

Public Hearing on BCATS 2008-11 TIP Amendments - MDOT & Bay Metro:

The Public Hearing was called to order at 10:06 a.m. by Dale Majerczyk, Chairman of BCATS.

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to discuss the various MDOT and Bay Metro

amendments to the BCATS 2008-11 TIP.  Engelhardt discussed the handout of the MDOT and

Bay Metro amendments that were provided with the agenda packet. The MDOT additions

include the I-75 and M-13 bridge projects.  Bay Metro additions are basically bringing forth

projects that were previously unfunded and making operating cost corrections.  Begick asked if
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he could get a list of all of the MDOT bridges included in the project.  Augustyniak said that he

would also like a list of bridges.  Westbury said there are nine bridges in Bay County. 

Westbury said that he would get the list of bridges, along with their locations, and email the

information.  

The Public Hearing on the MDOT and Bay Metro Amendments to the BCATS FY 2008-11 TIP

was adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 

The regular BCATS Policy Committee Meeting was reconvened at 10:12 a.m.

Approval of the MDOT and Bay Metro Amendments to the BCATS 2008-11 TIP:

A motion was made by Gaydos, seconded by Begick, to approve the MDOT and Bay Metro TIP

Amendments as listed.  Motion Passed.

BCATS 2011-12-13-14 TIP Local Project Recommendations (Tier II):

Engelhardt gave everyone a handout of the recommended local project additions to the BCATS

2011-12-13-14 TIP as well as an illustrative list of projects should additional funding become

available.  The list includes possible projects that have been identified base on surface

condition, traffic volume and relationship to a DDA within BCATS.  While no action is required

today, Engelhardt would like everyone to review the projects and review the funding.  At the

next BCATS Policy Committee Meeting, Engelhardt would like to have the draft TIP ready for

committee approval. 

Majerczyk provided information on the proposed railroad project in Essexville.  The project

would address the rail travel across Woodside Avenue where 90% of the coal train cars cross

need to head east, but have to go west based on the current configuration of the tracks, before

breaking up the cars in order to travel east.  The project would create a “Y” to include a way to

move trains through this crossing faster and safer, and allow direct access traveling east.  The

estimated cost for this project is  $1.2 million.  Richardson was concerned about the possibility

of using road money for rails.  Majerczyk explained that any BCATS money used for the project

would only be on in the Woodside Ave ROW and the rail company would pay for everything

else.  Spegel expressed his concern regarding railroad crossings in Bay County, specifically the

one on Center Ave.  Spegel wondered why the railroad crossing wasn’t done at the same time

as the road work on M-25 was being done.  Majerczyk suggested contacting the railroad

directly.    Majerczyk said that when he contacted the railroad regarding the Woodside Ave

ROW project, he spoke with Mark Naggy and Beck Chumura.  Right now they are waiting to see

what the railroad will be doing.

Engelhardt further discussed the BCATS 2011-12-13-14 TIP local project recommendations

including the Tier II illustrative list for possible Jobs for Main Street funding.  Engelhardt also

pointed out that the financial figures on the bottom of the table are estimates.  Engelhardt

reiterating the importance of having projects ready to go at a moments notice and asked if the

group would support granting him special administrative modification authority.  Engelhardt

asked Richardson for clarification of the use of Urban Area Funds.  As he understood it, Urban

Area Funds can get spent in Rural Areas.  However, Rural Area Funds can’t be used for Urban

Areas.  Richardson said that was correct.  

A motion was made by Majerczyk, seconded by Lillo, to grant Dave Engelhardt special

administrative modification authority to make changes on the BCATS 2008-11 TIP with regards



BAY CITY AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY  (BCATS)
Policy Committee Minutes - February 17, 2010

Page 3                                                                                                                                         

to projects on the Tier II prioritized list if additional funding became available, with agreement

from the implementing agencies, as long as he is given e-mail approval by the

corresponding implementing agencies.  Motion passed. 

Non-Motorized Plan Update:

Westbury gave an update on the Non-Motorized Plan and discussed the creation of a Non-

Motorized Plan Sub-Committee that would consist of a variety of interested persons.  The

purpose of the sub-committee would be to focus on the BCATS area and look at ways to

improve non-motorized transportation into existing roads and trails.  Engelhardt felt that there

should be a smaller core group to start the sub-committee and that we would build on that

core group.  He said he would like to have a representative from the local cyclist group

participate in this sub-committee to get feedback.  It would also be important to see what the

township visions are for their area in regards to their own non-motorized plan(s).  Engelhardt

said that he would be setting up the first meeting in early March.  If anyone is interested in this

sub-committee they should contact Dave Engelhardt.  

Travel Demand Model:

Engelhardt explained that the Travel Demand Model S/E data is being updated in order to have

a more current  base year which, and provide the ability to project areas of future growth or

decline for modeling purposes.  Engelhardt will be contacting the township offices to gather this

updated socio/economic data, along with building permits and demolition permits.

2010 Digital Orthophotography:

Engelhardt discussed that Bay County still plans to acquire digital Orthophotography in 2010. 

The last fly for digital orthophotography was back in 2005.  Engelhardt believes the digital

orthophotography has been a very useful tool for the townships and cities.  This project is

being funded through various county departments, specific funding from Dow Chemical, and

the Bay County Road Commission and there will be no requests for funds from townships or

cities to facilitate the 2010 fly for digital orthophotography.  Engelhardt would like to talk to

people in the townships and cities to see the ways they are utilizing aerial photography and tax

parcel information and to find out if there are things the GIS Division can/should do to promote

more data use.  Majerczyk and Augustyniak said that their organizations use the information

quite a bit and that they see the value of having updated information.

Project Updates:

The Road Commission and City of Bay City are working jointly on the Wilder Road/Truman

Parkway Project which will be let in April, 2010.  The Johnson Street Project which could

be part of the ARRA/Jobs for Main Street funding, has be sent to MDOT Local Agencies in

Lansing for review.  The Midland Road Project is currently under initial design review and the

soils are being tested.  The Borton Ave project is out to bid and will have a March 5, 2010 let. 

It is anticipated that construction of this project will begin in June, 2010.    The M-84 Projects

will start in March with the complete closure of the bridge over I-75.  The bridge will be

reopened in 98 days.  The road work will be completed in two phases, from Delta Rd to 2 Mile

Rd this year and from 2 Mile Rd to Euclid Ave in 2011.

Other/New Business:

Traffic Control:

Gaydos expressed his concern about traffic control with all the closures scheduled during
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high traffic time in the City of Bay City.  With the various summer festivals that bring

people in to the city, particularly the 4  of July fireworks festival and the Tall Shipsth

Festival, it’s important to have good traffic control.  Gaydos will work with MDOT to

ensure traffic control isn’t a problem.   

Asphalt Patches:

Spegel wanted to know why roads couldn’t be patched using asphalt like they are with

concrete by cutting out a portion of the bad area and replacing the material.  Gaydos 

explained that the properties of asphalt were very different from concrete so it doesn’t

set up or work like concrete.  Lillo said that the compaction on base when doing asphalt

patches isn’t very easy to get right, and could result in a bad repair.   

Municipalities Revert Back to Gravel Roads:

Gaydos received a letter regarding haw many municipalities are finding that the rising

cost to fix roads along with a lack of funding is forcing them to revert roads back to

gravel roads.  The City of Bay City is looking at this as a possibility right now.  Roads

that have 150 vehicles or less in traffic, may be candidates for reversion to a gravel

surface.

As there was no further business, the February 17, 2010 BCATS Policy Committee meeting was

adjourned at 11:23 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

David Engelhardt

BCATS Director
Transcribed by C. Gaul

G:\Transportation Planning\01-BCATS\01-Policy Committee\FY 2010\2010 BCATS Policy Minutes\2010-02-17 BCATS Policy mtg min.wpd
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 ��� ��� 	�
 "  �#!����

*,) ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� 	�
 � �� �� "  �#!����

*,� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� 	�
 ��� ��� � "  �#!����

*,( �� �� ���� �� �� ���� 	�
 ��� ��� 	��
 "  �#!����

*,* �� �� ���� �� �� ���� 	�
 �� �� � "  �#!����

�), �� �� ���� �� �� ���� 	�
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 � � � $�� ��
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 $�� ��
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 � � � $�� ��

�+� ��� �� ���� ��� �� ���� � �� �� 	��
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��- ��� �� ���� ��� �� ���� 	��
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 �� �� 	�
 �������

*�� �� �� ���� �� �� ���� 	�
 � �� �� �������

*�+ �� �� ���� ��� �� ���� � � � � �������
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(�� ��� �� ���� ��� �� ���� � � � � �������
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((� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� �� �� �� � �������
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((� �� � ���� �� � ���� 	�
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